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Agenda Item No 11 
Implementation of Provisions in the Broads Bill: Registration Byelaws
 Report by Head of Waterways Strategy and Safety 
	Summary:
	This report sets out the proposed procedures in order to implement the provisions relating to “Registration Byelaws” within the Broads Authority Bill.   
The Committee’s views are sought on the proposals. 


1
Introduction
1.1
Although Royal Assent is not expected until the end of this year officers have been considering the process for implementing the various provisions in the Broads Authority Bill.  

1.2
The Committee will be comprehensively consulted on the introduction of the various powers and of the procedures to be followed. This report is part of this process.
2
Background
2.1
The 1988 Act enables the Authority to make byelaws for the registration of vessels in the navigation area. Byelaws under that Act may also provide for the determination and recovery of tolls and may also exempt prescribed classes of vessels from the requirement to register. The Authority may charge a reasonable fee in respect of the administration expenses of dealing with the application but in practice has not done so.
2.2
The 1988 Act also contains provisions for the Authority to cancel the registration of vessels in limited circumstances.  However, there is a right of appeal to the Magistrates Court against the refusal or cancellation of registration.
3
Broads Authority Bill Provisions
3.1
Clause 11 of the Bill retains the existing provisions in the 1988 Act regarding:

(a)
the making of byelaws for the  purposes of vessel registration and deterimination and recovery of tolls;
(b)
the imposition of an administration fee;
(c)
right of appeal and Magistrates Court against the refusal or cancellation of registration.

3.2
In addition, the Bill contains the following provisions:

(a)
The extension of the registration and toll provisions to vessels adjacent water.
(b)
A requirement for applicants for registration to provided evidence that the vessel complies with construction and equipment standards imposed under clause 12, and with the requirement to maintain an insurance policy in accordance with clause 14. The Authority may refuse or cancel registration of a vessel which does not comply with standards or which is not duly insured.

(c)
A provision for self-declaration in the case of the compulsory insurance.

(d)
The continuation in force of the current Vessel Registration Byelaws as though made under Clause 11.
4
Agreed with the National Boating Organisations

4.1
In addition, the Authority has agreed with national boating organisations that: 
(a) The Authority will not require the registration of rafts or pontoons that are permanently fixed and kept in adjacent waters or are permanently fixed within the navigation area.  Similarly, tolls will not be charged in respect of such structures. 

(b) Ordinarily, the Authority will, when seeking evidence, at the time of the application for registration of a vessel or when the annual toll becomes due, accept that a valid third party insurance is in force in respect of the vessel under Clause 14 on a declaration in writing by the applicant/toll payer rather than require the production of the insurance certificate or a copy thereof.  The Authority will only seek the production of the insurance certificate itself or a copy of it where it has reason to suspect that valid third party insurance is not in place or when investigating an incident.
(c) Except for the applicant’s date of birth and a vessel’s ‘Craft Identification Number’ (where available and known to the applicant) and to the extent that information is currently requested on Form 5T0206 ‘Application for Registration and Payment of Toll’ currently in force at the date of this Agreement and as attached in Appendix Four the Authority shall not request any additional information under Clause 11(6) without first consulting with the RYA, BMF and the Navigation Committee on the nature and type of such information and why it is necessary to request it.

4.2
The form set out in Appendix 1 “Application for Registration and Payment of Toll” demonstrates the current requirements for registration.
5
Proposals

5.1
Additional information at vessel registration
(a) A contact “email address”. 

This is requested in order that the Authority may communicate quickly and cost effectively with the boat owner in respect to Notice to Mariners, general safety warnings and general information such as Broad Sheet.
(b) A self declaration that the boat owner has suitable third party insurance in place when the vessel is registered.

This information is in support of clause 14 in which the Authority may require that the owner maintain an insurance policy with respect to the vessel.
5.2
The Authority has consulted with the RYA, BMF and the IWA with respect to these additional requests for information and an update on their responses will be presented at the committee meeting if available.

5.3
It is proposed that the current form as set out in Appendix 1 be developed to include these additional requirements, and any further changes to the requested information be consulted on as set out in 4.2 (c)

5.4
There may also be further information useful to the Authority relating to vessels, and members’ views are sought on the principle of developing the Registration form to consider facilities on the vessel, such as number of berths, provision of holding tank, means of escape from the water etc.
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